
Tawhid and Shirk



‘There is no 
god but  Al lah, 

and 
Muhammad is 
the messenger 

of Al lah’

The Shahadah

The Shahadah is the Muslim declaration of faith. I t is something all 
Muslims must believe in. I t says:

1. What can you learn about 
Islam from this statement? 



This belief in 
one God is 
known as 
Tawhid.

The Shahadah

‘There is no god 
but  Al lah, and 
Muhammad is 
the messenger 

of Al lah’

Today we 
are going to 
focus on the 

first part 
of the 

Shahadah.



What is Tawhid?

In its basic form, Tawhid is 
a  very simple idea . 
It  is just the assertion tha t 
there is only one God.

Islam is therefore a  
monotheist ic religion. 
This is a  religion tha t 
only believes in one God.



How is Islam different  to 
Christ ianity?

Like Islam, Christianity is a monotheistic religion that only believes in 
one God.

However, to Christians, God has three parts (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

He is Allah, the One and only!
Allah, the eternal absolute!
He is the father of none, and none is his father.
And there is none like unto him.

Qur’an 112

Muslims deny this as seen in the part of the text underneath. To Muslims, 
God is one being and cannot be separa ted.



The Sin of Shirk

As we have seen, Tawhid is one of the most important beliefs in Islam.

Shirk is anything which denies Tawhid.

It is considered a  terrible sin in Islam.

The Qur’an says it  is a  sin God does not forgive (4:48).



The Sin of Shirk

There are two types of Shirk:

Greater Shirk – where a  person 
denies tha t there is one God or acts 
in a  way tha t implies they think 
this. This includes giving God 
partners.

Lesser Shirk – an action or belief 
tha t puts something before Allah. 
This could lead to Greater Shirk.



In Islam there is a key principal belief, which is that there is only one 
God. Muslims call their God Allah (which is the Arabic word for God). 

Muslims believe Allah is the only ruler of the universe.

Key Beliefs

Muslims then have 6 main beliefs. These 

are: 
1. Belief in Allah as the one and only 

God.
2. Belief in angels.
3. Belief in the holy books.
4. Belief in the prophets (special 

messengers) and that Muhammad was 
the final prophet.

5. Belief in the Day of Judgement (the 
day when Allah decides if a  person 
goes to Heaven or Hell).

6. Belief in predestination (the belief that 
Allah has a lready planned out what 
will happen).
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